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was a similar boarding-school at Halle, part of the magnificent
Francke foundation.1
The Halle Padagogium, established by Francke in 1698, was
a boarding-school, much favoured by the sons of the Prussian
and other North German aristocracies. It used the German
tongue more than did the old seventeenth-century schools,
and it taught modern languages and the sciences.2 In the
reign of Frederick II, whose accession in 1740 inaugurated the
age of enlightenment, the study of Greek classics was intro-
duced or greatly increased in all the Prussian secondary schools,
or Gymnasien. This was partly due to Baron von Zeidlitz,
Frederick's Minister of Public Instruction, and to the " Neo-
Humanism" of Winckelmann, the interpreter of Greek
sculpture to Germany in the eighteenth century, and to
Goethe. Nevertheless, the Greek and Latin classics did not
dominate German education. A school for * modern subjects,'
as we should say—what the Germans call a Realschide—was
established at Berlin in 1747; its full title was cekonomisch^
mathematische Realsckule. This school, in the Kochstxasse,
still flourishes, along with others in every district and city.
Every German city had one or more good high schools* The
ambition of the well-to-do parents to have their sons taught
French (the fashionable language in the eighteenth century)
led to the employment of many French tutors, and also to
the establishing of a good number of private boarding-schools.
Goethe's father helped to set up his valet-secretary, called
Pfeil, probably an Alsatian, who spoke French well, as the
master of a private boarding-school or ' academy * in Frank-
fort; but Goethe himself was sent to the Gymnasium in the
old cloisters once occupied by the Barefoot Friars.3
Elementary education was conducted by tutors in well-to-
do families; poorer people were taught in the charitable schools
of the cities. In villages the schoolmaster was often a retired
1 See below, p. 278.
* Prince Biilow, German Chancellor from 1901 to 1909, was a schoolboy
at the Halle Padagogium; see Denkwurdigkeiten, Chapter VI.
1 Dichtung icad Wakrkeit, Book IV.

